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March 2, 2020 
 
Dear Colleagues,  
 
At the National University System, the well-being of our faculty, staff, students and their 
families is our highest priority. Accordingly, we are taking steps to mitigate the risk 
associated with the coronavirus. I believe that by working together and being 
proactive, we will significantly reduce the impact this virus will have on our community. 
 
We have created a coronavirus risk mitigation and strategic options committee. The 
committee members are the Universities Presidents, myself and board member Dr. Lee 
Rice.  
 
The following guidelines are to be used as a framework for each president to 
determine how they should be implemented at their university: 
 

1) Eliminate all Non-North American travel for all staff and faculty. 

2) Limit domestic travel as much as possible.  

3) Limit access to our facilities to faculty, students and staff and invited guest. 

4) Restrict access to our facilities to staff, faculty and students who recently (or in 
the future) have traveled internationally within the past month. 

5) Cancel all non-essential community gatherings at our facilities. 

6) Increase cleaning of our facilities by a factor of two and deploy extra hand 
sanitizers at all locations.  

7) At NU, we are removing the faculty requirement of having to come to their 
offices, except for meetings and student office hours.  

8) Advisors and faculty should consult with students and encourage them to 
schedule on-line classes (when possible) in the future. 

9) Employees should try to refrain from hand shaking and close contact with others 
and frequently wash their hands with soap and hot water. 

10) Develop plans in your department, in the unlikely case, that we may all have to 
work from home, if the situation gets worse. 

Across the System, we have been reaching out to other Universities to see how we 
might assist them with educating their study abroad students. Our FlexCourse general 
education classes are a perfect solution for many of these students. The committee is 
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working on the communication, pricing and implementation plans next week. We also 
are reaching out to school districts and working on plans to implement our virtual high 
school in the event they start shutting down K-12 schools in the United States. 
 
I encourage all of you to work with your supervisors on what steps you can take to help 
towards this effort. Please feel free to email me and/or your president with any 
comments, questions or suggestions you may have. Thanking you in advance for your 
cooperation.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael R. Cunningham, Ph.D. 
Chancellor, National University System 
 


