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SCHOOL OF HOLISTIC STUDIES

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND LIBERAL ARTS

CAMMY Award to JFKU.  The California Association of Museums will honor John F. Kennedy University's 
Museum Studies program as the recipient of a 2008 CAMMY Award. The award recognizes extraordinary 
museum supporters, professionals, and institutions that have made outstanding contributions to California 
museums. JFKU's Museum Studies program is being recognized for the involvement of their alumni and 
faculty in museum associations and their commitment to furthering and strengthening the museum field. Jim 
DeMersman, the President of CAM's Board of Directors will present the award during the CAMMY Luncheon 
on Tuesday, February 26, 2008 at the CAM Conference in Fresno. University President, Dr. Steven Stargardter, 
and Marjorie Schwarzer, professor and chair of the Museum Studies Department, will jointly accept the award.

SELA to Offer Classes in Vallejo and Berkeley. Beginning this quarter and as an ongoing outreach, SELA is 
offering courses toward a Bachelor degree in Psychology at the Vallejo campus of Solano Community College. 
Courses toward this degree will also be offered on the Berkeley City College campus starting next quarter. 
"This supports the University's effort to make our courses more accessible," says the School of Education and 
Liberal Arts dean, Susan Kwock. For more information, contact Lisa Fox at lfox@jfku.edu.

Holistic Studies Alumni Attend World Conference.  Pictured l-to-r are Ray 
Greenleaf '81, Dominique Lando '00, Victoria Greenleaf '00, and Karen Palamos 
'98.  Each one is a graduate of the Counseling Psychology program with the 
Transpersonal specialization in Holistic Studies. The World Congress on 
Psychology and Spirituality conference, held earlier this month in India had over 
400 participants from 30 countries. Both Ray and Karen were presenters. The 
Conference explored the the inner relationship between spirituality and 

GSPP Launches 1st ACT Workshop Facilitator Training.  From February 22-23, GSPP will host its Adults 
and Children Together (ACT) Against Violence Workshop Facilitator Training. This training is for teachers, 
therapists, nurses, nurse practitioners, clergy and others in contact with parents of young children who want to 
deliver the American Psychological Association's (APA) highly successful ACT Parents Raising Safe Kids 
workshop in their own communities. Eligible participants can receive CEUs for the APA and, in California, the 
BBS and the BRN for a small fee. GSPP is the APA's official Western Regional Training site for its ACT 
Workshop Facilitator Training, serving California, Nevada, Washington, Oregon and Hawaii. For more details 
and additional 2008 training dates, contact Della Combs, ACT Regional Coordinator, at dcombs@jfku.edu or 
(925) 969-3129.
  
Kaiser Permanente Grants $75,000 to Counseling Centers.  In December, Kaiser Permanente awarded 
$75,000 to GSPP's Community Counseling Centers in Pittsburg, Pleasant Hill and Sunnyvale. This grant will be 
used to support the KP - JFKU Mental Health Partnership, and will allow the Counseling Centers to continue to 
supplement local public mental health services, as well as strengthen and expand their own service offerings, 
which include violence prevention classes for parents, increased access to trainings and workshops using 
advanced technology, and greater access for student interns to licensed therapists for supervision. GSPP is deeply 
grateful for the support of Kaiser Permanente and the opportunity to partner with a leading local provider of 
community health services. 

BAodn Membership Meeting.  The Bay Area Organizational Development Network (BAodn) will hold its 
annual Membership Meeting on Saturday, February 2, at JFKU's Pleasant Hill campus, room N263, from 1:00 pm 
- 5:00 pm. Connect with friends and colleagues, build ties in the OD community, offer your input to the Board on 
its future, and learn about many new opportunities to get involved. For information or to register, contact Saman-
tha Seals, BAodn Special Interest Group Chair at samantha_seals@sbcglobal.net.

Dimensions Newsmagazine. The Winter 2008 issue is online at http://www.jfku.edu/schools/gspp/dimensions/.
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CONTINUING & EXTENDED EDUCATION

Lachs Appointed to Chamber Board.  Joshua Lachs, newly promoted to Dean of Continuing & Extended 
Education, has been appointed to the Board of Directors for the Pleasant Hill Chamber of Commerce.  This 
affiliation will serve to solidify and expand JFKU's reach within the local business community.  Lachs will 
facilitate the Chamber's strategic planning efforts during the next year, as he plans to underscore the connec-
tion between professional development training and local economic development.

Taking Care of Business.  JFKU's Continuing & Extended Education, the City of Pleasant Hill, the Pleasant 
Hill Chamber of Commerce, the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, and the Contra Costa County's East Bay 
Works are proud to sponsor the second annual conference, "Taking Care of Business, 2.0," Saturday, March 8 
at JFK University.  This year's theme is: Leveraging Entrepreneurial Savvy at the Cross-Roads.  This year's 
conference will feature senior representatives from Google, Inc., Semifreddi's Breads and Pastries, ECC 
Bank, the Keiretsu Forum, and many more.  Visit http://www.jfku.edu/tcob2 for more about this conference.   

Upcoming CE Courses.  Visit the CE calendar.

January 26:  Combat Stress & Trauma: Working with Returning War Veterans & Their Families 
March 7-8:   Eating Disorders: Modalities of Intensive Outpatient (IOP) Treatment 
March 8 & 15: Healthcare Law 
March 15:    Jumpstart Your Passion: How to Successfully Start & Run Your Own Nonprofit Organization 
March 29:    Nonprofit Operations: Strategies & Steps for Successful Mission Achievement 

Visit the listings on the CE calendar at http://www.jfku.edu/ce/course_calendar/ to register for these and 
other courses.

and its application to global issues. Presenters included a representative from the Dali Lama's office, and 
psychologist and consciousness explorers from around the world. 

Seeds for a JFKU Garden are Planted.  The Holistic Health Education program is starting an educational 
garden on the land across from the south parking lot in Pleasant Hill. The vision is to be a model for establish-
ing and maintaining a garden in an educational setting; to be an inspiration, place of beauty and hope 
(healing) for the University community and beyond; to be a living model of organic community in practice; 
and to create a source of healthy food.  The garden will contain three planted boxes and a labyrinth - HHE is 
asking for people to bring rocks (and good thoughts), take a walk in that area, and place them. Future plans 
include a greenhouse and possibly an outdoor kitchen.  Contact Paula Szloboda at pszloboda@jfku.edu for 
more information.

SHS Dean's Article on Religion and Discrimination.  Dean Rojcewicz writes in his recent SHS newsletter... 
"All the world's major religions insist that they alone provide the path to enlightenment or salvation.  And so 
it is understandable that people of faith often feel that 'Those who are not with us are against us.'  It is my 
intention to provoke the religious imagination by addressing religious discrimination in light of some ideas 
important to the fields of comparative philosophy and religion."  For SHS's latest newsletter with the 
complete article and more, go to http://www.jfku.edu/schools/shs/newsletter/.
 

Make Time to be Creative.  The School of Holistic Studies is sponsor-
ing a series of ART DATE nights.  These are free drop-in art-making 
parties designed to inspire and connect you with your inner muse. No 
experience necessary, and all materials are provided.  Held the fourth 
Friday each month on the Berkeley campus, the upcoming ART DATES 
are January 25, February 22 and March 28.  For more information,  go to 
http://www.jfku.edu/artdate.



6

ETCETERA

Strategic Plan in Draft Form.  The University community has been working to develop the four priority 
themes of the new Strategic Plan that will take JFKU to its 50-year Anniversary in 2014. Task Force committees 
met to encourage input from students, alumni, faculty, staff and regents. The preliminary draft plan is now 
undergoing further review and a survey link is now open for further input. To submit your anonymous comments 
regarding the Strategic Plan, click here.  
 
Many thanks to the four committees: 

1) Financial Success, chaired by Ruthann Heinrich and Rebecca Pegoda-Hallock; 
2) Academic Excellence, chaired by Vernice Solimar and Chuck Piazza;
3) Quality of Professional Experience, chaired by Sue Ellen Wise and Mindy Bergeron; and 
4) Communications, chaired by David Disend, Linda Mandel and Rob Valentine.

 
Contact one of the Task Force Committee chairs or Jeannie Adams at jadams@jfku.edu for more information. 
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